Elvis tribute artist returns to Big Rapids
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BIG RAPIDS — Those who
have a buming love for Elvis
tribute artists can attend a
sperial event featuring Jake
Slater at é:30 p.m. on May & at
The Gate in Big Rapids.

The show is in conjunction
with Mother's Day because
Elvis loved his mother deeply
and it serves as a perfact treat
for mothers to attend, event
organizer Jennifer Thede said.

[ would always look
around the state to see what
might be happening that [
could take my own mother to
(for Mother’s Day),” she said.
"Now we can offer a great eva-
ning of entertainment right
here in Big Rapids.”

Thede and her husband,
Seott, are the co-founders of
the Michigan Elvis Presley Fan
Club and have hosted several
Elviz tribute artist events in
Big Rapids ovar the last couple
of years. Slater’s performance
will mark his return to Big
Rapids after entertaining corm-
munity members in January
at The Gate in honor of Elvis’
birthday.

"The fan club is very excit-
ed to have Jake back,” Thede
said. "He performed to a sold
out crowd in January and we
had a lot of people that wanted
himn to come back becanse they
really enjoyed the show.”

THE KING 18 BACK: Jake Slater performs as an Elvis
tribute artist in January at The Gate. (Pioneer file photo)

Thede said the show will
feature sets from the 10505
through 1g7os, and will ca-
ter to Elvis fans of all gen-
erations.

Slater, of Bellaire, has
gained ground since joining
the Flvis tribute artist circuit
a year-and-a-bhalf ago, tak-
ing first place for the "Farly

Years” at the Saginaw King
Bestin January of 2009,

Slater said he is locking
forward to a return trip to
Big Rapids because of the
friendly reception he re-
ceived in January.

"It was a great turnout,
which [ think helps me per-
form when the audience is

enjoying themselves,” he
said. "I look forward to com-
ing back because [ had a
wonderful time. The hospi-
tality was great.”

"Keeping the memory
alive” is Slater’s mission as
a tribute artist, preserving
The King’s stage presence
and singing ability.

"To see the crowd actu-
ally enjoying themselves lis-
tening to, in my opinicn, the
greatest entertainer of all
time, is great,” he said. "If [
can even come close to rep-
licating the energy and cha-
ristma of Blvis is my goal.”

Those traveling to the
show can receive a discount
on theirhotel stay at Super 8
in Big Rapids, which is offer
a special "Elvis Show Rate.”

Doors at Monohan Hall
at The Gate open at é:30,
while the show begins at 7
pan. Tickets are $15. Guests
can dine at The Gate pricr
to the show and receive azo
pereent discount with their
ticket. To purchase tickets,
contact The Gate at (231)
706-3808 or through the
Michigan Flvis Presley Fan
Club at (231) 796-4467.
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